Gargrave to
Horton-in-Ribblesdale
along the Pennine Way
A weekend walking adventure for
London-based hikers
1 of 27
www.londonhiker.com

Introduction
This long-weekend hiking trip will take in total either three or four days to complete (including
travelling time there and back), but it is very much worth the extra days off.
It is a fantastic taster of the Yorkshire countryside and Pennine Way and is highly suitable if you
haven't been hiking in this area before or want to take a less experienced friend to try to
persuade them of the joys of hiking.
This trip is a superb walk with a lot of varied scenery, many highlights and interesting sights.
The walking is not difficult and the navigation is easy, but the rewards are fantastic as you walk
through some of Yorkshire's stunning scenery along some of the best bits of the iconic Pennine
Way.
A highly recommended option involves staying a third night in Horton-in-Ribblesdale and
topping off your weekend by completing all three of Yorkshire's famous 'three peaks'.

Along the Pennine Way after Malham Tarn
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Summary
On Day 1 you will travel from London by train to the pretty village of Gargrave and do a half day,
6 mile walk to Malham, with its many scenic spots and the opportunity to see Gordale Scar.
On Day 2 you will follow the Pennine Way for 15 miles all the way from Malham to
Horton-in-Ribblesdale via Malham Cove, a limestone pavement, a limestone valley, a tarn, wild,
atmospheric moorland and finishing by climbing the distinctive peak of Pen-y-ghent.
You will stay in Horton enjoying the hospitality of Horton's welcoming hikers' pubs.
On Day 3 you can travel home to London by train, OR you can extend your trip (highly
recommended!) and do 13m a circular walk taking in the other two peaks, Ingleborough and
Whernside and ending at the dramatic Ribblehead viaduct, traveling back to London that evening
or the next morning.

Highlights
•

The Dalesman Café at Gargrave with its vintage interior, jars of sweets and cakes

•

The drama of Gordale Scar

•

Malham's friendly, cosy pubs

•

Malham Cove

•

The limestone pavement at Malham and the view of the Aire Valley

•

Fountains Fell and the wild, brown and green moorland

•

The famous Pen-y-ghent walkers' Café

•

Climbing Pen-y-ghent

•

Boggling at the creepy gaping chasm of Hull Pot

•

Completing Ingleborough and Whernside

•

The drama and beauty of Ribblehead Viaduct
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Options
Do it in 2 days (excluding the two peaks walk): Travel from London to Gargrave on Friday
morning. Travel back to London in Sunday daytime.
Pros: only taking one day off work
Cons: miss out on the recommended third day's walk over Ingleborough and Whernside;
only walking for one and a half days.
Do it in 3 days (including the two peaks walk): Travel from London to Gargrave on a Friday
morning. Travel back to London on Monday evening.
Pros: can complete your trip by completing Whernside and Ingleborough, make the most
of being out in this area of the country.
Cons: have to take a day off work.
You could also travel back to London on Day 4 instead.
As another option, you could reverse the suggested route and start at Horton, meaning on your
final day you would walk the 6 miles from Malham to Gargrave and travel back to London the
same afternoon. To do this you would have to travel to Horton-in-Ribblesdale the day beforehand
as it isn't really possible to get there easily in an evening or half a day. However, I do feel that
moving North is more exciting and ending and the two peaks walk is the icing on the cake to
round off a really memorable weekend, so I'd say going south to north is better.

Example itinerary
This is an example! Do not rely on the times below - always check current times before planning
your trip!
DAY

FROM > TO

LEAVE ARRIVE

Day 1

TRAIN London Kings Cross > Gargrave (via Leeds)

10:03

13:31

17:42

21:56

WALK Gargrave > Malham (6.3 miles / 10.8 km)
Day 2

WALK Malham > Horton-in-Ribblesdale (14.3 miles / 22.8 km)

Day 3*

WALK Ingleborough > Whernside > Ribblehead (13 miles / 21
km )
TRAIN Ribblehead > London (via Leeds)

* You might consider traveling back on Day 4 instead.
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Resources you will need: CHECKLIST
In addition to all your usual walking gear, waterproofs etc.:


Map and compass. You will only need one map for this trip which is EITHER:
•
•

•



Ordnance Survey 1:25000 OL2 Yorkshire Dales Southern & Western areas
OR:
Yorkshire Dales South A-Z Adventure Atlas (this has 1:25000 maps but in a book
format rather than a traditional map format). This is the RECOMMENDED option
purely because I find the format very practical. Both maps cover the entire
trip.
OR:
A GPS with the Pennine Way route on it and the Yorkshire Dales National Park area
covering Horton-in-Ribblesdale.

OPTIONAL: If you have a copy of The Pennine Way guidebook (Aurum Press) this will come
in useful as it contains descriptions and information about the area (n.b. day 3
Ingleborough and Whernside walk is not covered in the Pennine Way book, you'll need
the map for this).

Malham Cove
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Getting there and back by public transport
You'll be going from London Kings Cross to Gargrave on the way out (changing at Leeds), and
returning from Ribblehead back to London Kings Cross (changing at Leeds).
You can get a train from Kings Cross which gets you into Gargrave for about 1.30pm. This should
leave you with enough time to complete the afternoon 6 mile walk to Malham without rushing.
Travel time from London to Gargrave is approximately 3.30 – 4.00 hours (including
changing/waiting time at Leeds).
Travel time from Ribblehead to London is approximately 4.00 hours (including
changing/waiting time at Leeds). Note that trains from Ribblehead are very infrequent so book
and plan ahead. (For example on a Monday morning there is only one at about 10.24am that gets
you into London at about 14.30pm). And the last train leaves at about 17:42 so you'd have to finish
you walk by then!
When looking up ticket prices I found it was slightly cheaper to get two single tickets rather than
a return, but you should try checking a few options before booking. The majority of the journey
(between London to Leeds) will be via East Coast trains so you should see if you can get any
discounts by booking directly through their own website as they do have cheaper 'web only' fares
available.
When booking anything other than an open return obviously you do have to make sure that you
get that specific train; but with this trip it is not really a problem as you would be travelling back
to London the morning after all your walking is finished, so you won't be in a rush to catch the
train and it will be a relaxed journey.
TIP: Before you book your train tickets make sure you can get accomodation first!

Suitable time of year
Any time of year is fine although it may be a bit boggier during winter and if it's snowy and icy,
obviously conditions will be difficult and could be dangerous, more difficult to navigate and you
should take extra care. However, this walk is fairly low level and all the paths are pretty clear and
easy to follow.
This walk is actually quite nice to do in a quieter time of year such as Spring or Autumn as the
area around Malham and Horton can get extremely busy and full of tourists, school groups and so
on especially on weekends and bank holidays. When we did this walk in March, we had Malham
Cove all to ourselves, which was wonderful, but quite rare.
There is certainly something to be said for walking at odd times of year (the downside of course is
a greater risk of bad weather).
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Enjoying scones in the Dalesman Cafe

Accommodation
Due to the popularity of Malham and Horton-in-Ribblesdale especially at weekends and
particularly bank holidays, it's a good idea to book everything ahead.
As explained below it is best to book Horton-in-Ribblesdale first as there are fewer options
there.
•

Malham: There are many options in Malham including a Youth Hostel, many B&Bs and
Pubs. You can find many options by Googling, so I won't list them here. On our trip, we
stayed in Beck Hall which was very nice (you can get a four poster bed!). However,
accommodation in Malham does get booked up quickly so plan ahead.

•

Horton-in-Ribblesdale: There are very few accommodation choices here so book way in
advance! In fact it would make sense to try sorting out Horton first before booking
anything else, including your train tickets!
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Here are the choices (apart from camping!):
•
•
•
•

•

The Golden Lion (in the pub or 3peaks bunkroom)
The Crown Hotel
Broad Croft House B&B
The Women's Holiday Centre (women & children only – this is a non-profit making
collective who provide accommodation primarily for women who might not otherwise be
able to have holidays away or feel vulnerable on their own)
The Willows B&B

Camping
•
•

Camping sites in Malham (there are various)
Camping in Horton-in-Ribblesdale (Holme Farm campsite)

Alternatives
If you can't get any accommodation in Horton, never fear, there is another option.
You could try the Station Inn at Ribblehead, one stop up the train line from
Horton-in-Ribblesdale. This has B&B and a bunkbarn. There is usually a train going from Horton
to Ribblehead between 19.00 and about 19.20 each evening, which would be a useful time to aim
for if you've just walked from Malham.
Check the train timetable (you need the timetable between Leeds and Carlisle) so you know what
train to get. It is only a few minutes' trip to the next station. If you're doing the two peaks walk
the next day, this wouldn't be a problem either. You could simply get the train in the morning
back to Horton to start the walk, or reverse the suggested walk direction and end up at Horton,
getting the train back to Ribblehead afterwards.
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Day 1: Gargrave to Malham

Getting close to Malham

Distance
Strenuousness
Difficulty of navigation

6.3 miles / 10.8 km
1/5
2/5 (Only because farm fields can sometimes be a
bit awkward! The route is generally well
signposted)

You are following the Pennine Way north all afternoon to Malham. This is marked on the map as
a dark green doted line with dark green diamonds (all national trails are marked like this).
Leave Gargrave station and turn left down the road towards the village.
As you walk straight on through the village after crossing a river, you'll pass the characterful
Dalesman Café and Tearooms on your left. It is worth popping in even if just to buy some sweets
from the old fashioned jars.
Otherwise, keep on in the same direction following the road through the village, crossing another
river and following the quiet road as it curves to the left and then straight on.
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Keep an eye out for the Pennine Way turn off on your right which takes you into a series of fields
which you cross diagonally, over several stiles and walls to finally come close to a road at Eel Ark
Hill.
The Pennine Way then follows the River Aire, crossing from one side to the other, and passes the
village of Airton on the left, where you can divert to take a seat on a bench on the village green if
you wish.
Keep following the riverside path all the way to the turn off at Hanlith Hall, where you follow the
road uphill and then to the left.
The path winds to Malham above the river and then comes gently down into the village with its
welcoming pubs and accommodation.

Gordale Scar
If you have time and if it is still light, it is well worth taking the short walk to Gordale Scar via
Janet's Foss to round off the evening.
To do this retrace your steps along the Pennine Way and take the left turn path which leads you
towards Janet's Foss (a waterfall). Keep your eyes open for a 'money tree', a tree trunk with
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hundreds of pennies embedded into it (nobody seems to know exactly why this was done, but it
seems a bit like throwing pennies into a well. You can find similar trees around England).
Emerging out of the woods, you join Gordale Lane for a short distance before turning off to the
left up a valley which closes in further and further until you reach Gordale Scar itself.
(Back in London, Tate Britain has a famous paining of Gordale Scar by James Ward which often on display.
If it is, it's well worth seeing. You can find out if it is on display at the Tate website. Hopefully the weather
won't be as bad as it looks in the painting on your visit...)
After Gordale Scar, you can follow the road back to Malham (making the total stroll of 4.8km /
3m) or for a slightly longer circular route, take the right hand path shortly after reaching the
road again. Follow this until you reach another road, and then turn left to follow it down into the
village. This would make the walk in total 5.5km / 3.4m.
For the fastest route direct to Gordale Scar, just follow the road and back (4km / 2.5m).

Day 1: Food
It would make sense to have your lunch on the train on the way to Gargrave. You can grab
something from King's Cross before you head out..
If you need food at Gargrave, there is the excellent Dalesman Café & Tearooms on the corner in
Gargrave Village (you can't really miss it). It is worth popping in anyway just to stock up on
snacks and sweets and to enjoy the retro décor.
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The Dalesman Cafe
There is a bench on the village green at Airton, about half way between Gargrave and Malham, if
you need to sit down and eat a snack. You have to divert from the Pennine Way just a few minutes
to reach the village green at Airton.

Day1: Facilities
There are no public toilets en route, but there are some at the start, in Gargrave (these are
apparently just over the bridge on the right as you walk through the village).
There are public toilets in Malham village which should be signposted.

Day 1: Escape routes/bad weather alternatives
Today's route is so gentle and close to roads that you shouldn't have any problems and it's
probably best to keep on to Malham which has a good range of facilities. In an emergency you
could try to get help at Airton.
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Approaching Gordale Scar
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Day 2: Malham to
Horton-in-Ribblesdale

Limestone pavement at Malham

Distance
Strenuousness
Difficulty of navigation

14.3 miles / 22.8 km
3/5
1/5

After a night in Malham village you'll be raring to go on this wonderful full day walk. You'll be
following the Pennine Way all day, and in fact this walk is a wonderful taster of this long distance
footpath.
Leave Malham village and head north up Cove Road, taking a signed footpath to Malham Cove on
the right after a while. This leads you to the Cove. Be sure to keep going directly to the base of the
Cove to get the full effect of this pretty place.
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After you've taken your photos, retrace your steps and follow a clear, steep path up steps on the
left hand side of the Cove, to lead you onto the Limestone pavement on top. Here you will get
wonderful views of the area and of your walk yesterday.
Follow the edge around and turn off to the left (North) down the middle of Watlowes Valley.
Where the path forks, follow Pennine Way signs to take the right fork, leading you eventually to
cross a road with Malham Tarn ahead.
Follow the clear path around the right hand edge of the Tarn, entering some trees and passing
Malham Tarn House.
As you finally exit the trees, look out for the Penine Way turn off on the right, initially following a
wall. You will follow this path to cross another quiet road, after which your route heads
diagonally towards farm buildings.
The Way passes close to the left hand side of Tennant Gill Farm, and then heads north-east to
climb upwards.
You are now starting the ascent of Fountains Fell. It is not too steep but takes a winding, fairly
gentle route. There are lots of 'shake holes' and pot holes around here, so take care. The scenery
is wild and dramatic, and it's good to get away from the crowds at Malham.
Eventually you reach the summit where there is a large cairn. On a good day, you may get a great
view from here as you can now see Pen-y-ghent before you for the first time. This is a good place
for a rest and a snack.
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Summit of Fountains Fell
Coming down over the other side of Fountains Fell, the path comes steeply down to the left to
meet a wall and then joins a road. Turn left on the road and follow it for about 1 km. You will
reach a signed turn off point where you go right.
Whilst Pen-y-ghent is always visible, the path takes a long circular approach and seems to take a
long time to get there!
At a crater called Churn Milk Hole, take the path to the right, heading towards Pen-y-ghent.
As you get closer it starts to look a bit intimidating, like the prow of a giant ship coming towards
you; but it's a lot easier to climb than it looks.
Shortly before reaching the base of the peak, there is the option to turn off to the left and
take a short cut to Horton-in-Ribblesdale, bypassing Pen-y-ghent altogether. By this stage you
might be tempted to do this as you might be flagging a bit, but stay strong! It is worth climbing,
especially if the weather is clear, and there is still more interesting things to see on the other
side. If you really can't face it however, this is the best escape route (see the escape route section
for further details).
So, up Pen-y-ghent we go! It is a steep climb but does not take as long as you might think. You
may have to scramble at some points to get up the rocky path, and at points the path seems
unclear among the rocks, but keep heading upwards and you can't really go wrong.
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Soon the path flattens out and you follow it to reach the summit, marked by a trig point and a
sheltered bench in the wall.

Towards Pen-Y-Ghent
After taking a well earned rest, follow the path which turns off to the left through the wall and
down off the hill. The path then takes a sharp left turn and then heads down and in a straight line
to a crossing of many paths. At this point, take a small detour by following the North bound path
(second on the right) to visit Hull Pot, an impressive deep cavern in the ground.
Retrace your steps to the crossing and follow the clear lane south west, passing to the right of
Tarn Bar, which is like a small version of Malham Cove.
You follow this lane for quite some time to take you to the main road in Horton-in-Ribblesdale.
On reaching the road, turn right for all the facilities, pubs, café and accommodation.
Settle into one of the pubs for the night – or do a mini pub crawl between the two! They are
staggering distance apart and you'll overhear many a conversation about hiking in the local area
and elsewhere in the UK.
Tomorrow, you can get your train back to London or do the recommended Day 3 walk over
Ingleborough and Whernside.
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Day 2: Food
You'll need to get a packed lunch before leaving Malham as the route does not pass through any
villages.
You will find plenty of suitable places for a picnic, although if you've reached the section between
Malham Tarn and Fountains Fell, it is probably best to wait until you've got to the top of
Fountains Fell before unpacking the sandwiches, for the view and the sense of achievement!

Day 2: Facilities
There are public toilets at Malham in the National Park Centre and Horton-in-Ribblesdale. There
are no public toilets en route (however after leaving Malham Tarn, there are usually less people
around!)

Day 2: Escape routes/bad weather alternatives
The whole route is generally fine even in bad weather. However if you need to bypass
Pen-y-ghent you can. Just before reaching the base, there is a turn off to the left which will take
you to Horton. Follow the path until it joins a minor road, turn right on this road until you join
the main road near a church. Turn right again and follow this all the way to Horton.
If you need to turn off the route for any reason and prefer to follow a road to civilisation, you
should always turn off left down any road you meet rather than right, as this will eventually take
you towards the main road between Settle and Horton. However, do be aware that it will take you
several miles and hours to reach anywhere. It may be just as quick to stay on the path and trudge
on.
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Day 3: Ingleborough and
Whernside

Descending Ingleborough with Whernside behind

Distance
Strenuousness
Difficulty of navigation

13 miles / 21 km
4/5
2/5

Yesterday you climbed Pen-y-ghent. Today you will do a circular walk and tick off the other two
peaks: Ingleborough and Whernside. The 'three peaks' are well-known landmarks in Yorkshire
and it is a famous challenge to climb them all in a single day (a total of 26 miles).
If you are catching the train back to London this evening, please allow plenty of time to
complete your walk and get to Ribblehead station.
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It is common to come across folks in Horton-in-Ribblesdale who are doing this challenge the next
day, indeed you may overhear people talking about their plans in the pub. Some of them spend
rather too much time in the pub and are in a terrible state the next morning, made worse by the
very early start that the challenge necessitates. You can relax as today your walk is a lot less
intense. However, don't relax too much - it is still quite strenuous!
Starting from Horton-in-Ribblesdale, head towards the train station and follow the paths
signposted for Ingleborough. You'll be following paths pretty much in the same direction
(roughly north-west) for about 4 miles through an area marked Sulber on the map and onwards.
Be aware that on the approach to Ingleborough for quite a while you have a false summit ahead of
you, so don't be surprised when the real destination pops into view!

Heading towards Ingleborough (on the left)
Your path goes to the left of Simon Fell and then curves to further to the left to the summit of
Ingleborough. There is a steep but shortish pull up to the summit.
On reaching the top, there is a trig point and some sheltered seats.
After basking in your success, retrace your steps and turn off to the left on a clear path to come
down very steeply indeed, taking you down into the valley on the other side of the mountain.
As you head towards the road in the middle of the valley, you begin to get get fantastic views of
the Ribblehead Viaduct on the right.
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Coming down to Chapel-le-Dale (where there is a pub) you turn left down the road, and take the
first right down a quiet road towards farm buildings. Keep following this road until it leads past
some more farm buildings, and then the climb up Whernside is ahead of you.
The climb up Whernside is a bit of a steep slog but keep plodding on and you'll get there. Once
you've done the steepest part, you can relax as the top is more of a gentle curving ridge with
wonderful views all around. You start to imagine yourself walking the whole of the Pennine
Way... (or maybe that's just me).
Follow the ridge past the trig point and then you will take the path down to the right, all the way
down to Little Dale, where you cross the railway and follow it all the way to the Ribblehead
Viaduct itself.
Take some time to admire the architecture of this dramatic feature, and then follow the railway
line a short way to reach the Station Inn and Ribblehead station. From here you can catch the
train back to London, or Horton-in-Ribblesdale if you are staying there another night.

Day 3: Food
There is a pub (The Old Hill Inn) at Chapel-le-Dale between Ingleborough and Whernside, 6.5
miles / 10.5km from Horton.
However you may wish to take a packed lunch instead. If you do, the Pen-y-ghent Walker's Café
on the main street in Horton-in-Ribblesdale is the place to pick up all you'll need.
If you are looking for a place to sit and have your packed lunch, there are some nice pretty areas
shortly after descending from Ingleborough and before you reach Chapel-le-Dale.
Alternatively you can wait until the other side of the valley, after crossing the road and walking
along the farm track with Whernside ahead of you, you find a nice grassy area on the right with
some convenient rocky ledges to sit on, where you can relax before the next climb.

Day 3: Facilities
There is a pub at Chapel-le-Dale and the farm just after Chapel-le-Dale sometimes has a farm shop
and toilets available.
At Ribblehead, there is the Station Inn.

Day 3: Escape routes/bad weather alternatives
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If you're having trouble on the way to Ingleborough or at the summit, the best bet is to retrace
your steps back to Horton. If you prefer, you could come back down to Horton a slightly longer
way by taking the southern path off the summit, curving back round by Gaping Gill and Clapham
Commons and curving around in an arc to join the original path at Sulber.
The pub at Chapel-le-Dale could be a useful place to call it a day if necessary. From here you can
walk the 1.6 miles to Ribblehead station by turning right along the road, making a total distance
from Horton-in-Ribblesdale of 8m / 13km.
If you don't fancy climbing Ingleborough and Whernside at all, you could do a low level walk
instead, which still takes in views of the area and the viaduct, and passes Ling Gill and the pretty
Ling Gill bridge. Simply follow the Pennine Way north from Horton-in-Ribblesdale until you reach
Cam End, where you turn left off the Pennine Way onto the Dales Way (and a Roman Road).
Follow this until it meets Blea Moor Road, and then walk along this road to reach the impressive
Ribblehead Viaduct. Simply follow the train line to reach Ribblehead station, where you can pop
in for a drink in the Station Inn before catching the train back to Horton-in-Ribblesdale. This
alternative walk is 8m / 13km.

The Crown in Horton
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Background reading & viewing
Malham
"I won't know for sure if Malhamdale is the finest place there is until I have died and seen heaven (assuming
they let me at least have a glance), but until that day comes, it will certainly do."
Bill Bryson, author and former Malhamdale resident.
I just love this clip from The Trip featuring Steve Coogan trying to admire the view at Malham
Cove whilst being bothered by a geology bore (the area around Malham Cove is extremely
popular with geology fans, for obvious reasons.):

YouTube: How to Spoil a beautiful view
(The Trip is a fantastic programme by the way – and includes some absolutely stunning scenery
from Northern England in autumn).
Malhamdale
O how I love thee, dear old Malhamdale!
With thy sequestered nooks and lovely vale,
Adorned by curious rocks and shady dells,
Fine waterfalls and rugged, high-peaked fells,
That lavishly display in many a part
The richest beauty of nature's art
In thee, old Malhamdale.
Thou dost at every season of the year,
In sunshine bright, and wintry storms severe,
Present to my admiring eyes a face
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That's unsurpassed in beauty and in grace.
For, though I wander other sights to see,
Yet find I none that can compare with thee,
Romantic Malhamdale.
For, in the joyous and reviving spring,
What dale is there that can surpass thee in
The charms which budding tree and freshening field
And springing flower in rich abundance yield?
As nature fair arouses out of sleep,
And with consummate skill makes thee complete
In beauty, Malhamdale.
And when the soft and genial summer's air
Brings into bloom thy flowers of beauty rare,
They with thy new-borne stream and rocks unite
In making thee a wonder and delight,
While birds, which sport so joyously at play
Raise happy songs that drive dull care away
From thee, bright Malhamdale.
Or when the cold and searching autumn's breeze
Blights the fair flowers, and strips the dark green trees
Of all their leaves, which once were bright and gay
But now are left to wither and decay.
Although thou art of such great charm bereft,
I love thee still for there is beauty left
In thee, fair Malhamdale.
I love to see thee clad in garments fair
Which winter brings and spreads o'er thee with care.
As though to shield thy beauties from the cold,
She doth thee in pure white snow enfold,
And render thee more picturesque and grand,
While wonderingly at Windy Pike I stand
To view thee, sweet Malhamdale.
I live to view thee in the daylight clear,
And when the calm grey twilight hours appear,
Or when the moon sheds forth her mellow light
To cheer and grace the shadows of the night.
No matter when or where I gaze on thee,
Nought can I find but rich sublimity
In thee, my native dale.
Written by Betty Chester (Nee Banks)
at Windy Pike, Hanlith in her 18th year, 1881.
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Ribblehead (or Batty Moss) viaduct
The viaduct is a famous viewpoint and attracts lots of train enthusiasts, as the sight of a steam
engine puffing over the majestic arches, with the mountains behind, is certainly pretty
impressive. But don't take my word for it, you can check it out for yourself:

YouTube: Doubleheaded Steam at Ribblehead
The British black comedy film Sightseers has its climax at Ribblehead.

The Settle to Carlisle railway is considered to be one of the mot picturequse train journeys in the
UK. The line was threatened with closure in the 1980s but was saved due to a public campaign.
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Gordale Scar
This dramatic sight has been the subject of many artists over the years. One of the most famous is
a painting by James Ward which is sometimes on view at Tate Britain.
Gordale
William Wordsworth
At early dawn, or rather when the air
Glimmers with fading light and shadowy eve
Is busiest to confer and to bereave;
Then, pensive votary! let thy feet repair
To Gordale chasm, terrific as the lair
Where the young lions couch; for so, by leave
Of the propitious hour, thou mayst perceive
The local deity, with oozy hair
And mineral crown, beside his jagged urn
Recumbent: him thou mayst behold, who hides
His lineaments by day, yet there presides,
Teaching the docile waters how to turn,
Or, if need be, impediment to spurn,
And force their passage to the salt-sea tides!

Three Peaks Challenge Walk / Fell Race
The Yorkshire 3 peaks is a well known challenge walk but is also popular with fell runners. A fell
run is regularly held in the area. To get an idea of the grueling nature of the race, check out this
short video.

YouTube: The Three Peaks Fell Race
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Pennine Way
The Pennine Way is a very famous long distance walk from Edale in
the Peak District to Kirk Yetholm in Scotland. It was opened in 1965
and since then has held a sort of mythical status as being a rather
gruelling, boggy, bleak but beautiful trek across the 'backbone of
England' (the Pennine hills).
One of the best books about the Pennine Way is Pennine Walkies by
Mark Wallington, which is a fun read.
Rambling Man has a detailed guide on walking the Pennine Way and
a list of many other books and resources about the route.
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