
Mastering maps
Map options

I'm assuming you know how to read a map; if you don't, arrange to walk with someone who does.

But here is a basic recap of the map options available to you.

When buying maps you usually have five options:

1) Ordnance Survey 1:25000 'Explorer' maps: these are the smallest scale and generally 
the best option for navigation.

2) Ordnance Survey 1:50000 'Landranger' maps: these are a higher scale, and can be all 
right on well signposted routes such as National Trails, but can be less helpful in areas 
where navigation can be  tricky. However, because you have to buy less of them, they can 
be more cost effective.
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3) The A-Z 'Adventure Atlas' books that contain 1:25000 Ordnance Survey maps. 
They are easier to use as they are in a 'book' format rather than a concertina fold style. 
They include an index too, so you can locate hills and places much more easily. Sometimes
these are better to get because they cover a wider, more logical area than the traditional 
OS maps do.  For example, If you plan on going back to the Lakes the best option is to buy 
the A-Z Adventure Lake District Southern Fells map rather than two or three traditional 
OS maps because if you intend to do any more walks in the Lake District, this one map will 
cover many of them; it will also come in useful for the two other Lake District walks in the 
Walk Your Weekends pack.

4) Harvey's 1:40,000 scale maps. I have personally never used these, because I prefer the 
1:25,000 scale maps and the Ordnance Survey style of map. However, it is an option you 
might prefer.

5) Also, as quite a few of the weekends follow a National Trail, another option is to get the 
official trail guidebooks (I recommend those by Aurum Press because they contain 
extracts of 1:25000 maps and so this can be cheaper than buying several maps) and the 
route is highlighted in yellow on the page. However, if you need to go 'off route', the 
books will not cover this and they do not usually cover the 'link sections' to get from the 
trail to train stations, so use with caution.

Rest assured, for each weekend, I recommended the best option, in my view!
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How to see maps online for free

Did you know you can see 1:50000 and 1:25000 Ordnance Survey maps on http://bing.com/maps? 

I recommend that you do this before deciding on a walk, using my guide to identify and 
scroll around the route, so you have an idea of what to expect from the weekend.

Just pick the option from the drop down menu as below after you've put your location in the 
search box:

Then zoom in or out using the + and - buttons on the right.

This is really really helpful when you want to browse a route and get an idea of what it is like.
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Recommended maps
There are only 8 maps in total that you would need if you were doing all the weekends. 

There is more explanation in each of the guides in detail, and I list out all the options so you have 
a choice - but below is a summary of the recommended map option(s) in each case.

Please do check the guides in detail as there are one or two cases where you'd also need a print 
out to accompany the map in cases where the map just misses off a small section (e.g. linking to a 
train station).

As you can see, in a lot of cases, a single map covers TWO weekends, saving you some cash.

Weekend Recommended map

South Downs: Petersfield > Amberley AZ South Downs Way Adventure Atlas

South Downs: Lewes > Eastbourne

Peak District: Edale circular AZ Dark Peak Adventure Atlas

Peak District: Kinder Scout, Black Hill

Lake District: Langdale Extravaganza AZ Lake District Southern Fells Adventure Atlas

Lake District: Fairfield Horseshoe

Cumbria: Ulverston to Langdale OL6 Lake District South Western Area (and AZ  
Adventure Atlas Lake District Southern Fells)

Yorkshire: Gargrave > Horton-in-Ribblesdale AZ Yorkshire Dales South Adventure Atlas

Scotland: Edinburgh and Pentlands OS Explorer map no. 344 Pentland Hills

Scotland: Highland Adventure AZ Glen Coe and Ben Nevis Adventure Atlas and
OS Landranger map no. 50 Glen Orchy
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