
Edale, Kinder Scout, 
Bleaklow and Black Hill: 
along the Pennine Way

A weekend walking adventure for
London-based hikers
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Introduction
The Pennine Way: well, what can I say? This is the oldest national trail in the UK, stretching 268 
miles from Edale to Kirk Yetholm in Scotland. It is a very famous walk, full of history, atmosphere,
adventure, misty wilderness, brooding moorland scenery, and weather-worn rocks! 

On this weekend you will walk the first two days of the Pennine Way, from Edale to Diggle 
through the heart of the 'Dark Peak' (so called for its notorious peaty bogs!). This offers a 
wonderful taster of the trail and takes you into some areas of the countryside familiar 
Manchester locals over the peak district moorland plateau Kinder Scout, Bleaklow and Black Hill. 

A third day, continuing along the Pennine Way to Hebden Bridge is described if you wish to 
extend your trip.

This is not for you if like your walking pretty and twee. You certainly don't get pictures of this 
area on biscuit tins. It's WILD and WINDY and WET and WONDERFUL and GRITTY and GORGEOUS 
all at once. 

It's like nowhere else and it'll challenge you in so many ways. This is a very strenusous 
weekend and the distances are quite long so you need to be confident in your fitness before
you do this walk.

Ready? Gird your loins!

Summary
You'll travel up to Edale via either Manchester or Sheffield (see the travel section for more 
details).  For reasons outlined below in the travel section, it may be advisable to travel up the 
afternoon before rather than leave it until the evening.

On Day 1 you will follow the Pennine Way up Jacob's ladder to the edge of Kinder Scout. 

You pass by Kinder Downfall, a waterfall, and then over Featherbed Moss to cross the Snake Pass 
road. 

Continue on to the summit of Bleaklow, and then down to Crowden where you end the day's walk
(accomodation will be elsewhere: see accomodation section for details).

On Day 2 you will leave Crowden, following the Pennine Way again up past Laddow Rocks and to 
the infamous Black Hill. 

You then follow the Way to Diggle, where you can catch a bus to Manchester for your train home.
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Highlights
• The Vale of Edale, a beautiful green valley

• The black peat, wind carved rocks and otherworldly atmosphere of Kinder Scout

• Coasting along on the paving slabs of the Pennine Way

• Heading up on top of Laddow Rocks

• Shuddering at the thought of crossing the peaty bogs on Black Hil

Options
Optional Day 3: It is possible to extend this trip to 3 days by continuing on the Pennine Way to 
Hebden Bridge on Day 3. 

The full description for this walk is included below, but be aware however, that this is a long day 
(17 miles) and so you may get into London very late in the evening if you are travelling back the 
same night.

Example itinerary

This is an example! Do not rely on the times below - always check current times before planning 
your trip!

DAY FROM >  TO LEAVE ARRIVE

Day 0 TRAIN London Euston > Edale 18:20 21:28

Day 1 WALK Edale > Crowden (16.6 miles / 26.7 km)

Day 2 WALK Crowden > Diggle (12.4 miles / 19.9 km)

BUS Diggle > Manchester Picadilly Gardens 17:15 18:19

TRAIN Manchester Picadilly > London Euston 18:35 20:42
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Fun rocks to explore near Kinder Downfall

Suitable time of year
You should not do these walks in snowy or icy conditions unless you are very experienced with 
suitable equipment such as crampons.

As the walks are long distances, it is best to avoid these walks at darker times of year unless you 
are a very fast walker and very confident!

Escape routes are explained in detail below if the weather takes a turn for the worse.
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Resources you will need: CHECKLIST

In addition to all your usual walking gear, waterproofs etc.:

 Map and compass. Either: 
• For days 1 and 2: Ordnance Survey map OL1: Peak District: Dark Peak Area (n.b.: 

please use a modern map as the route of the Pennine Way used to take a different 
route up onto Kinder Scout) 

• OR: 
• Peak District (Dark Peak) A-Z Adventure Atlas (this contains 1:25000 scale maps but 

in a book format) This is the RECOMMENDED option as it covers the other Vale 
of Edale weekend too.

• OR: 
• A copy of The Pennine Way guidebook (Aurum Press). This is very useful as it 

contains extracts from Ordnance Survey maps at 1:25000 scale and contains 
descriptions and information. However,  you should only rely on this if you are 
confident in your navigational ability. If you veer off the Pennine Way and get lost, 
you will be stuck as the guidebook will only show the Pennine Way route. The 
safest option therefore is to use the OS maps. In addition, the book may not show 
the link paths from the Pennine Way down to Diggle or to Hebden Bridge so you 
should bring print outs from bing.com/maps or Google maps to cover those 
missing sections.  You know your ability, choose wisely; always err on the side 
of caution. 

• Or:
• A GPS with the Edale area of the Peak District on it.

    If walking DAY 3 to Hebden Bridge you will also need: OL21: South Pennines 

 Train timetable for the Manchester-Sheffield Hope Valley line from Northern Rail (search 
for Edale station on their website to bring up the timetable).

 Bus timetable from Diggle to Manchester Picadilly Gardens. Search on Traveline 
               NorthWest

 Map of walking route from Manchester Piccadilly Gardens bus station to Manchester 
               Piccadilly train station

 Street map of Diggle (print from Bing.com/maps) OR bus stops in Diggle (print map)
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Accommodation

Edale

Edale has several options for accommodation:

The YHA Edale Youth Hostel, which is about 1.5 miles / 2.4 km from the centre of the village in 
Rowland Cote.

B&Bs (here is a list: there may be more than listed here if you Google them)

Two pubs; The Old Nag's Head and The Rambler Inn.

(If you can't stay in Edale you could stay in Hope village, which is one stop down the train line. )

Camping

In Edale:

• Fieldhead campsite

• Cooper's campsite

Crowden

Unfortunately the Youth Hostel at Crowden has recently closed. This is a real pain for anyone 
walking the Pennine Way and means that you'll have to stay the night elsewhere. Here are your 
options.

1)  The Old House B&B at Torside. You would leave the Pennine Way route early, before reaching 
the reservoir. Note this would make Day 2's walk a bit longer which you'd have to account for in 
your planning.

2) The village of Padfield.
• Wayside Cottage, Padfield. According to the National Trail's website, they offer pickups 

from Crowden (i.e. will pick you up and drop you back the next morning). 

3) Get a Taxi to Glossop, Hadfield or Padfield, nearby villages with B&Bs.

4) Crowden is served by a National Express coach which stops at Crowden at 18:01 daily. This 
coach stops at the Gun Inn at Hollingworth, where you can connect with local bus services for 
Glossop or nearby towns and villages. The journey to Glossop takes approximately 50 minutes. In 
the morning the return coach is at 09:40 from the Gun Inn, arriving at Crowden at 09:50 which 
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would be a lot later than ideal. More information can be found at Traveline North West.

(Thanks to Rambling Man for help with this section.)

Camping

In Crowden:

• Campsite, Crowden

The nearest town with accommodation options is Glossop, 3 miles away. You will not be able to 
walk there, so if you need to book in at Glossop, it is worth asking if they provide a pick up service
to bring you from and back to the Pennine Way the next day.

Diggle

If you are extending the trip to Hebden Bridge, you will need to stay in Diggle on Day 2.

Here are some options; you may be able to find more on the Pennine Way official website which 
has accommodation listings.

• The Diggle Hotel 
• Sunfield 
• Newbarn 

• Standedge Foot Farm 
• Wellcroft House 

Edale station at dusk
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Getting there and back by public transport

London to Edale by train

You can travel to Edale from either London Euston (changing at Manchester Piccadilly) or St 
Pancras (changing at Sheffield); there isn't really much difference in journey times either way, 
but I have found that you can sometimes get cheaper tickets via Sheffield.

If you are travelling up in the evening you will have to check the times carefully to make sure you
can get to Edale at a reasonable hour (especially if you are staying in the Edale Hostel which is a 
20 minute walk out of the village across fields - you wouldn't want to be doing that at 11.30pm in 
the dark!).

As I wrote this guide, the evening train times on a Friday were:

London Edale Via

16:57 19:47 Sheffield

18:03 21:09 Donacaster & Sheffield

18:20 21: 28 Manchester

20:07 23:01 Stafford & Stockport

Alternatively you may be able to catch a very early train (6am-ish) from St Pancras to Sheffield on
the Saturday morning, getting in at about 9.45am which should give you enough time to do Day 1 
if the sun is setting late. However, you'd have to get up extremely early.

It might be nicer if you can to try to travel up in the afternoon rather than the evening, so 
you can arrive in Edale in the late afternoon or early evening and get settled into the pub for a 
few pints and an evening meal, acclimatising to the quiet surroundings, listening to the gentle 
bleating of sheep and the trundle of the trains in the valley and watching the sun setting over the 
hills.

So, which way to travel - via Manchester (from Euston) or Sheffield (from St Pancras)?

Well, the Sheffield route has a few things to commend it: 

1) St Pancras is a much nicer station than Euston, so if you have more time on your hands 
before travelling this is a lovely place to have a leisurely coffee and croissant or even a 
pint before catching the train to Sheffield. It was fully renovated recently and is now back 
to its former glory with lots of interesting things to see, such as a couple of large statues. 
Euston, by comparison, has a bit more of a crowded, dingy vibe. 
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2) Travel time is slightly faster via Sheffield.

3) The cost can sometimes be cheaper via Sheffield.

The time to change trains at Sheffield can seem short, bit do not worry; the train to Edale leaves 
from a platform (platform 2C) that is usually really close (often adjacent) to where the London 
train comes in.

Check the National Rail enquiries website for up-to-date train times.

Travel time from London to Edale is approximately 3 hours or less.

Travelling back home on Day 2 from Diggle by public 
transport

Get the 184 bus from Diggle to Manchester Piccadilly Gardens (which is 8 minutes walk from 
Manchester Piccadilly train station!). The journey takes 1 hour 20 minutes. Make sure you plan 
your day carefully to make sure you have enough time to get the bus and travel to 
Manchester for your train.

As suggested in the itinerary the suggested times are:

Day 2 WALK Crowden > Diggle (12.4 miles / 19.9 km)

BUS Diggle > Manchester Picadilly Gardens 17:15 18:19

TRAIN Manchester Picadilly > London Euston 18:35 20:42

The bus is run by First Greater Manchester, ensure you have the correct timetable before you go: 
search for 'First Manchester 184'. I like to search for timetables on Traveline North West.

The 184 runs hourly between Huddersfield and Manchester, Monday to Saturday, and every two 
hours on Sundays.  From Diggle First Greater Manchester also operate the 184X to Manchester, 
however this does not run on Sundays.

From Piccadilly Gardens bus station, it is a short walk to Manchester Piccadilly.

9 of 32
www.londonhiker.com

http://www.londonhiker.com/
http://walkit.com/walk/?city=manchester&from=piccadilly+gardens&fuid=3028975_3419795&to=piccadilly+station&tuid=3029921_3421288&rta=new&direct=0
http://www.traveline-northwest.co.uk/
http://www.firstgroup.com/
http://www.nationalrail.co.uk/


Day 1: Edale to Crowden

Vale of Edale from Jacob's Ladder

Distance 16.6 miles / 26.7 km

Strenuousness 4/5

Difficulty of navigation 4/5 

From the centre of Edale village, find the Nag's Head pub, and from there the signpost for the 
Pennine Way, which takes you west up a paved path by the side of a small stream.

The path heads uphill through fields on a paved track, passing a pretty bench by windswept 
bushes. 

You see the valley of Edale stretching out behind you, and might see trains travelling between 
Manchester and Sheffield. 

You are skirting the edges of Kinder Scout, the highest point in the Peak District.
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Leaving Edale

Soon the path descends again to Upper Booth. Pass by the buildings and continue on, with the 
River Noe on your left. You pass by a shelter with some display boards inside; this is worth a look 
before pressing on.

At the end of this valley you reach the climb called Jacob's Ladder. It is a short but steep pull up 
(you can zig zag up on the more gentle fork to the left if you wish).

Head up to a crossroads of paths. It is worth making a short detour to see Edale Cross a short way 
to the west (a possibly mediaeval stone cross), and then doubling back to follow the Pennine Way 
again.

You are now heading towards a cluster of windswept rocks ahead, typical of the geology here. 
These are Edale Rocks, a favourite place for a rest, a picnic, or some scrambling.
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Jacob's Ladder

Towards Edale rocks
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After Edale rocks the paths can become indistinct, but you are heading for a trig point roughly 
north. 

You are now on the peaty, flat plateau of Kinder, although it sometimes feels like an alien planet 
as it has a very otherworldly appearance.

On the plateau of Kinder Scout

Be careful in mist as it is easy to lose your bearings. Head north, and you should be able to locate 
the path again as it hugs the edge of Kinder now.

To your left you can see Kinder Reservoir, and may be able to see the famous Radiotelescope 
Jodrell Bank across the Cheshire Plain. This was used to track the first Russian satellites and the 
moon landings. 

On a very clear day you may even be able to see the Welsh mountains!

You now follow the path along the edge to Kinder Downfall, a small waterfall, which is very 
strong winds can be seen blowing backwards! 

The paths here are peaty, sometimes almost sandy, with the same black wind and rain polished 
rocks scattered around.
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Kinder Reservoir

Kinder Downfall is a good place for a short break as there are lots of rocks to sit on. You need to 
cross the river, but it is very easy to do so.

Keep following the edge around. Shortly after leaving the Downfall, there is an interesting natural
outcrop of rocks which it's quite fun to wander through.

To your north you can see the dark moorland ahead where you'll be heading this afternoon. It's 
not called The Dark Peak for nothing!

You will descend from Kinder to a crossroads of paths. 

Keep straight ahead to climb up Mill Hill, and then turn right along a paved path of flagstones 
(these have been recycled from disused mills).

14 of 32
www.londonhiker.com

http://www.londonhiker.com/


Starting to descend after Kinder Downfall

There is now a long walk across Featherbed Moss. A beautiful name, but in reality so called due 
to the extremely boggy environment. 

The Pennine Way used to cross here without flagstones. It was typical for walkers to wade 
through peat bogs up to their thighs and end the day covered in black mud, from leaping and 
scrambling from one peat grough to another. Thankfully those days are no longer! 

The path is now paved but as you walk along, you can sometimes see where the original path was.
Just look at it and shudder. Purists may still use the original line... it's your choice.

This is a wild, exposed place, but it has a desolate beauty. 

You might see some fluffy white tufts growing in the peat; these are called Cotton Grass and are a 
useful sign of boggy ground.

You eventually reach a road called the Snake Pass, named after a serpent on the coat of arms of 
the Duke of Devonshire - who owns a lot of Derbyshire (don't ask me why), not because of the 
Snake Inn below, the snakey nature of the road or because there are hundreds of snakes here 
(there aren't!).
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Featherbed Moss

Your route heads onward. You cross a path known as Doctor's Gate, and keep going. 

You are now heading on to Bleaklow. The paths can be tricky here. You need to head to the 
summit, Bleaklow Head, where there is a very large cairn with a large post in the middle. 

Some stones nearby are known as the Wain Stones and seen from a certain angle, form a 
silhouette of two faces kissing.

The ashes of Ewan McColl, a famous folk singer and writer of the song 'Manchester Rambler' were
scattered here. The Manchester Rambler song was written for the mass trespass on Kinder in 
1932, a key event in securing rights of way for walkers.

CAUTION! In mist or fog it is very easy to get lost on Bleaklow; I've even done it myself on a
perfectly clear day!
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From the summit take regular compass readings. You need to be heading north, then west, 
but do keep checking as it is easy to head off wrongly on a path that appears correct at first.

Bleaklow summit cairn

You descend and should see Torside Clough on your right, a steep, deep valley, and Torside 
Reservoir ahead.

You will see Holme Moss aerial on the moorland ahead, which is the transmitter for the 
Manchester area.

Some of the paths are steep here, and can have little streams pouring down them!

Near to the bottom you head towards buildings called Reaps and then turn left. 

After a while, cross the road, turn right down it then left again to continue down to the head of 
Torside Reservoir.

Cross the reservoir and then turn right on the other side, to go through a pretty path between 
trees. 
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This takes you to cross the main road, and then you follow a track straight on to Crowden and the
Youth Hostel and campsite.

Day 1: Food 

You will need to take a packed lunch with you from Edale. If staying in the Hostel, you can get one
from there, or you can get sandwiches and cakes from the Penny Pot National Trust cafe by the 
station (recommended) or Cooper's cafe in the village centre.

The nicest place to sit for your lunch is on the rocks on Kinder Edge / Kinder Downfall before 
descending to Featherbed Moss - after that, there are few good places to sit.

For your evening meal, it has to be the Hostel which provides evening meals (there isn't much 
choice otherwise!) or if you are staying in the B&B they will advise you on what to do.

Day 1: Facilities
There are toilets at Crowden. You can find some shelter on Kinder Scout at Edale rocks and after 
Kinder Downfall, but after that there is very little.

Day 1: Escape routes/bad weather alternatives
You cross a road (A57) only at the Snake Pass but there is no mobile reception here. There is a 
small parking area where people may be able to assist you in an emergency.

If you cannot carry on to Bleaklow for whatever reason, you could descend to Glossop. The best 
way is not to walk down the road but to cross it, and take the 'Doctors Gate' Roman road downhill
to the left, into Glossop. 

At Glossop there is a train station with frequent services to Manchester, many cafes and pubs, and
you should be able to find a taxi if you need one.
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Day 2: Crowden to Diggle

Approaching the summit of Black Hill

Distance 12.4 miles / 19.9 km 

Strenuousness 3/5 

Difficulty of navigation 1/5

From Crowden, head back down the lane to the Pennine Way turn off and turn right up the track.
You head up the valley, climbing to the top of Laddow Rocks by crossing Oakenclough Brook.

Laddow Rocks was a famous climbing area pre World War II; a lot of the early gritsone pioneers 
climbed here; early rock climbers from the Manchester-Sheffield area. 

There is a cave here where climbers used to sleep!
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Looking back towards Crowden

The path comes to the top of Crowden Great Brook and follows the Brook along. 

The ground can be quite boggy here; eventually the path becomes paved (thank goodness). 

The path goes up to the notorious, aptly-named Black Hill (your map may show the Pennine Way
bypassing to the left of the summit, but ignore this; just follow the clear paved path straight up to
the top).

The top is called 'Soldiers Lump' because soldiers built the trig point, and as you will see the 
ground was so boggy they raised it up on a stone plinth.

Black Hill is a notorious quagmire which would have been a nightmare before the path was paved.
Just imagine! The area is now being regenerated with greenery to tackle erosion. 
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Crowden Great Brook. The path is on the left.

You now simply follow the paved path over Black Hill. 

You get a great view of the Wessenden Head road below which you will cross. You can also see the
Emley Moor transmitter in Yorkshire which is a massive stone tower. 

The paved path reaches the Wessenden Head road, where Snoopy's Snack van is sometimes 
parked, selling refreshments.

Cross over the road and head down the minor road signposted to Meltham. The Pennine Way 
turns off to the left, passing Wessenden Head Reservoir on your left, and later, Wessenden 
Reservoir. 

At the end of Wessenden Reservoir, where the dam is, drop down with the stream on your left, 
with a big house on your right.

Look out for a signpost on the left, where you go steeply down to a stream and then very steeply 
up again.
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View from Black Hill

The valley at Wessenden. You can see the path coming down on the right.
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Follow the paved path across the moor. 

You come to edge of Black Moss Reservoir, the path curves around it to the left and then turns 
right where it meets another path. It then curves gently to the left to meet the A62 road by a 
parking area.

Below you, deep in the ground are the famous railway and canal tunnels of Standedge.

If you are catching your bus from here, you can wait there, or to get to Diggle you can either 
follow the Standedge Trail through fields, or turn left down the road, keep taking the left forks 
until you enter the village.

Towards Diggle

Day 2: Food 

You will need a packed lunch before you set out.  If you are staying at the hostel, the YHA will be 
able to provide one (for a fee!)
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Coming down from Black Hill

Day 2: Facilities

There are no toilets or shelter.

Day 2: Escape routes/bad weather alternatives

The paths are well paved so you should be all right to trudge on even in the worst of weather.

However, if you need to flag down a car in an emergency, the only road you cross is at Wessenden
Head, on the A635, between Holmfirth on the east and Saddleworth on the west.
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Day 3: Diggle to Hebden Bridge

Stoodley Pike

Distance 17.6 miles / 28.3 km  

Strenuousness 4/5 

Difficulty of navigation 1/5

This is a very long day, so should only be done it you are really sure you can manage it.

Be warned also, it isn't the most beautiful section of the Pennine Way, but has a remote, desolate 
and wild 'moorland' feel to it so if you like that kind of walking, this is perfect for you.

Obviously, if you are doing this walk, due to the distance try to leave as early as possible.

From Diggle, head back up to the road where you left the Pennine Way the day before.
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Continue on to Millstone edge, a rocky outcrop of black stones. Below you is the Castleshaw 
Reservoir and you can see across to Manchester to the west.

The path heads across moorland to reach a road. Cross it and continue on.

You come to White Hill where there is a trig point, eventually cross another small road near the 
Windy Hill transmitter. 

Cross the M62 Motorway over the footbridge.

Approaching the bridge over the M62

(Further east down the motorway, there is Stott Hall Farm which is a famous landmark in the 
area, as it's 18th century farmhouse situated right in the middle of the motorway! The roads were
built around the building for geological reasons.)

You head onwards to Blackstone Edge Moor. Many of the black rocks around here have carved 
graffiti in them from the 19th and 20th centuries, so be sure to try to find some.

When you reach a Roman road, look for the small Aiggin Stone, which is carved with the initials 
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I.T. and a cross. Turn left down the road for a short way, and turn right again to follow round the 
hill.

The path reaches a road again; be careful as this can be very busy. Turn right up the road towards 
the White House pub, where you can stop off for food or refreshments.

If you think you had enough of Reservoirs yesterday, there is still more to come as this stretch 
now takes you from one Reservoir to another!

Blackstone Edge

Behind the pub, take the path along the edge of Blackstone Edge Reservoir. 

The next one you walk alongside is Light Hazzies Reservoir, and finally Warland Reservoir 
which feels like it goes on for a very long time. The paths here are flat and good, so you can keep 
up a good pace.

Finally at the tip of Warland Reservoir the Pennine Way curves right. It now follows the edge of 
the hill towards Stoodley Pike, a monument to peace, commemorating the defeat of Napoleon and
the Battle of Waterloo in 1854. The Pike can be seen for several hours as you slowly inch towards 
it.
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The paths here can be quite boggy in wet weather.

When you finally get to Stoodley Pike, it can seem surprisingly small.

It is quite an experience to go inside the monument! Head into the pitch black entranceway, and 
feel you way up the curved staircase in the dark. After a few scary seconds in the black, you see 
light again and emerge onto the balcony.

On good tracks now descending from Stoodley Pike

From Stoodley Pike, follow the Pennine way down through fields and along tracks, entering 
woodland where the path gets steepest for the final descent of the day to the canal. Cross over 
the canal by the bridge, and turn right to follow this all the way into Hebden Bridge.

Along the canal you will often see house boats and community gardens. Hebden Bridge is a 
bohemian place well known for its hippie vibe and lesbian community. The spirit of the '60s is 
alive and well here.

The train station is just over on the other side of the canal.
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Day 3: Food 

You can eat at the White House Pub, which is 8 miles / 13km from Standedge. But, you may find it
more convenient to bring a packed lunch with you as you will probably want to eat earlier in the 
day.

Day 3: Facilities
The only shelter and toilets are at the White House Pub.

Day 3: Escape routes/bad weather alternatives

If you look at the route on the map you will see that the train line which goes to Hebden Bridge 
follows the route on the left for quite some time. Therefore, after crossing the M62 you can come 
off down paths on your left towards Littleborough, Walsden, or Todmorden if you need to. Each 
has a station with services to Manchester.

Coming into Hebden Bridge
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Background Reading and viewing
The Manchester Rambler

A classic song by Ewan MacColl referencing many of the Dark Peak locations such as Kinder and 
Grindsbrook. Written after the mass trespass of Kinder Scout in 1932, a pivotal point in securing 
access rights for walkers and working people.

YouTube: Manchester Rambler

I'm a rambler, I'm a rambler from Manchester 
way
I get all my pleasure the hard moorland way
I may be a wage slave on Monday
But I am a free man on Sunday

I've been o'er the Snowdon, I've slept upon 
Crowden
I've camped by the Wain Stones as well 
I've sunbaked on Kinder, been burnt to a cinder
And many more things I can tell
My rucksack has oft been my pillow
The heather has oft been my bed
And sooner than part from the mountains 
I think I would rather be dead

The day was just ending as I was descending

By Grindsbrook, just by Upper Tor
When a voice cried, Eh you, in the way keepers 
do
He'd the worst face that ever I saw
The things that he said were unpleasant
In the teeth of his fury I said
Sooner than part from the mountains
I think I would rather be dead

He called me a louse and said, Think of the 
grouse
Well I thought but I still couldn't see
Why old Kinder Scout and the moors round about
Couldn't take both the poor grouse and me
He said, All this land is my master's
At that I stood shaking my head 
No man has the right to all mountains 
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Any more than the deep ocean bed

I once loved a maid, a spot-welder by trade
She was fair as the rowan in bloom
And the blue of her eye matched the June 
moorland sky
And I wooed her from April to June 
On the day that we should have been married
I went for a ramble instead
For sooner than part from the mountains
I think I would rather be dead

So I walk where I will over mountain and hill
And I lie where the bracken is deep 
I belong to the mountains, the clear-running 
fountains
Where the grey rocks rise rugged and steep
I've seen the white hare in the gulley 
And the curlew fly high over head
And sooner than part from the mountains
I think I would rather be dead

The Mass Trespass

Chumbawamba made a song about the mass trespass of 1932 which references 
Ewan MacColl's song.

“All week long you were someone's slave; now you're a free man

If they tell you you can't, then you can.”

YouTube: You Can by Chumbawamba
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Bleaklow

Great video giving a brilliant idea of what walking on and around Blealow is like, including the 
infamous 1948 plane crash site.

Y  ouTube: Bleaklow and the  B29 Superfortress crash site

Pennine Way

The Pennine Way is a very famous long distance walk from Edale in
the Peak District to Kirk Yetholm in Scotland. It was opened in 1965
and since then has held a sort of mythical status as being a rather
gruelling, boggy, bleak but beautiful trek across the 'backbone of
England' (the Pennine hills).

One of the best books about the Pennine Way is Pennine Walkies by
Mark Wallington, which is a fun read.

Rambling Man has a detailed guide on walking the Pennine Way and
a list of many other books and resources about the route.
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